Dilemmas in decision making for caregivers of cognitively impaired elderly persons.
The purpose of this article is to discuss issues that decision makers must consider when confronted with the dilemma of a cognitively impaired older person for whom they are responsible either informally (as family) or formally (as health care professionals). The article examines (1) the decision-making dilemmas faced by caregivers of older persons, (2) coordination necessary among decision makers, (3) legal criteria for incompetency, and (4) caregiver stress. The need for clarification of incompetency criteria for improved coordination among caregivers is suggested.